Birth Defects Comparison: 3,890,000 babies are born each year in U.S. 200 with HIV 1,000 with Muscular Dystrophy 2,000 with Spina Bifida 3,000-4,000 with Down Syndrome 5,000-7,000 with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 35,000-50,000 with Fetal Alcohol Effects Risk Statistics 53% of women of childbearing age are drinkers Half of all pregnancies are unplanned Conception more likely with alcohol use 15%-20% of women continue to drink during pregnancy 3%-6% of women continue to drink heavily during pregnancy Children in Child Protective Services 90% come from families where alcohol is abused About 75% are thought to be alcohol affected Unless they have full FAS, they are not likely to be diagnosed or recognized as FASD
How Alcohol Affects the Developing Fetus
Tiny molecule passes through placenta. BAC in mother = BAC in baby. Placenta is functioning about 15-18 days. Baby is vulnerable to structural damage from weeks 2 through 12. Brain is vulnerable during entire pregnancy. 
Women with increased risk of drinking during pregnancy

